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triggers, and profuse ornamentation, which 
is incised and often inlaid with silver, or 
alloys of copper. One may readily see 
that their makers (see the list in Charles 
Winthrop Sawyer's Firearms in American 
History) were artists in their day. 

Of the Scottish dirks, which are usually 
accompanied by scabbard, knife, and fork, 
there are two in the present exhibition; 
the earlier one, from the writer's collec- 
tion, was given by Clemantina, Lady Perth, 
to James Miller **as the best performer of 
the Ancient Highland Sword Dance, at 
the meeting of St. Fillan's Gaelic Society 
1822." This dirk bears the arms of the 
Earl of Perth and is probably of earlier 
date than its inscription suggests. 

Alexander McMillan Welch. 

A SILVER DISH OF INTEREST- 
ING HISTORY 

Judge a. T. Clearwater of Kings- 
ton has added to his collection of silver, 
and lent to the Museum, an important 
and interesting dish which bears the Paris 
hall mark of 1789 and the official mark 
of Henri Clavel, the regisseur general of 
the period. It is fourteen inches long, 
ten inches wide, three inches deep, and 
weighs forty-two ounces. It differs from 
most French silver of the period in that it 
is plain and massive, with a simple fluted 



border, and rests upon four ball feet. Or- 
dinarily silver of that period is elaborate, 
even rococo. 

This dish is interesting also for its 
history. Stephen Decatur the elder, while 
commanding the Delaware during the 
hostilities with France in 1798- 1799, cap- 
tured the French privateer LaCroyable, 
in West Indian waters, and among the 
spoils of war the dish came into his posses- 
sion. He afterward gave it to his son. 
Commodore Stephen Decatur, who had 
it with him while he commanded the 
Constitution and the Congress during the 
war with Tripoli. Subsequently the Com- 
modore had it with him on the United 
States when in 18 10 he hoisted his broad 
pennant as Commodore of the Southern 
Station, and it was with him on his ship 
President during the war with England in 
18 1 2, and in the war with Algiers when he 
captured the Algerian frigate Mashouda 
and the Algerian brig-of-war Estidio. En- 
graved upon the front of the dish is the 
simple inscription ** Decatur" in a wreath 
of oak leaves. When the elder Decatur 
captured LaCroyable and came into posses- 
sion of the dish, there was engraved upon it 
the coat of arms of the original owner, 
which he at once erased, and had his own 
name inscribed. 

The dish is exhibited in Wing H, 
Room 12. 
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